Church Advertising, contid

iDancing Starso and clowns were
all part of the fun.

led everyone to the Arena. This
advertising also works, but | donit
recommend it.

Itts good to have people in town
stop just to talk. They know

that you and your church exist
because they met you at a great
Party. Watching the youth of the
community make transitions to the
Youth Program is rewarding. This
event has captured the attention of
the church association, and local
Christian business men. This year
they provided us with $940.00 to
help cover our costs.

We are developing an identity with
our community as people who care
and are approachable. Weire now
identifying the Heart Felt Needs of
these people whom God loves so
much. And that my friend is what it
is all about.

Business as Missions

usiness and missions are two
B concepts that are not usually

linked together. Many countries
are now closed to traditional Western
missionaries, however most countries
remain open to business people
setting up businesses that will create
employment.

More and more, Christian organizations
are beginning to recognize that
business affords opportunities to reach
unreached people groups in closed
countries. When business people
establish legitimate business in a
community, it impacts the individuals
who ynd employment; it also impacts
the families of the workers and
therefore it ultimately impacts the
whole community. However, when
Christian business people establish

a business, it accomplishes all of the
afore-mentioned results, but also has
the potential to advance the Kingdom
of God.

When doing business as missions in
a closed country, Christian business
people let the light of the Gospel shine
through their business practices, and
through one-on-one connections with
suppliers, employees, contractors,
brokers and vendors. It often requires
a great deal of sowing before a
spiritual harvest begins to take shape.

While people who are doing business
as missions are doing legitimate
business, if it came to be known that
their intention was also to advance
the Kingdom of God, the authorities
in closed countries would be quick to
cancel their visas and eliminate their
spiritual inpuence. Because of this

reality, those involved in business
as missions as well as the sending
agencies must exercise extreme
sensitivity in releasing detailed
information.

For the past 8 years, ACOP has
been in partnership with a Business
as Mission (BAM) team, working in

a closed country. The business has
had a positive economic impact on
many individuals and families. There
has been much spiritual sowing done
in the past 8 years, and a spiritual
harvest is now being reaped, as
people come to faith in Christ, and are
discipled by our partners.

The BAM project that ACOP is
involved in has in many ways
pioneered the Business as Missions
model. Missions-sending agencies
from around the world have come to
observe and to learn from the model
our partners have developed, and
our partners are often asked to make
presentations about their Business as
Mission model at mission conferences
focused on reaching unreached
people groups.

Please remember this Business as
Mission team in your prayers. In
addition to the stress of running a
business in uncertain economic times,
they also face a very real spiritual
battle from the forces of darkness who
are resistant to the advancement of
the Kingdom of God.

For more information on Business as
Missions or our Business as Mission
project please contact the ACOP
International Ofvce.

fiworth Thinking Abouto is a collection of articles written by the late Leonard Martin originally
published in the (End Times Messengeri from the mid (806s to the mid (90is, plus a biography of
Leonard and Francis Martin. iwWorth Thinking Abouto is compiled by George Shaw, pastor for more
than ten years of Garden Village Church in Burnaby, BC., where the Martins were a vital part of the
church family. To purchase a copy of this book, contact George Shaw at gjshaw@shaw.ca.

Prayer Matters in a Closed Country

With the vision of iPreaching the Gospel of the Kingdom to Every Nationo, ACOP
actively supports 25 missionaries around the globe. We invite you to join with us in

prayer for their ministries.

sensitive nature of their situation, we have to be very vague about the details of their ministry. This report comes

O ur prayer focus this month is a family involved with a Business as Missions team in a closed country. Due to the

from the familyis 8-year old daughter:

This is a picture of my family. We live
in a country far away from Canada
where everyone has black hair but us.
My Mom and my Dad run a business
where they teach poor people how to
make handicrafts and then they send
the crafts around the world. | love
going into peopleis homes with my
Mom and Dad.

My brother goes with my Dad with

all the men, while | get to go into the
room with all the women and the
children. In this room the ladies take
off their burkas and we all sit on the
poor together. While | laugh and play
with the many other children, | see my
Mom listening to the womenis stories.
Sometimes my Mom covers her

head with the other ladies and prays
to Jesus to answer their problems. |
can see how these people lives are
changing.

Every night | thank Jesus for choosing
my family to live here to shine His light
in a dark place. | pray that my friends
here will know Jesus so that | can see
them when | get to heaven. Will you
pray for them too?? Thanks, K.C.
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Your prayers for this family are greatly
appreciated, as they are graciously
providing care and encouragement for
one of their team leaders who has just
been diagnosed with an aggressive
cancer and recently underwent major
surgery. Please pray for her.

The familyis 2 children are enrolled in
an on-line distance learning program,

with classes and assignments taught
in English. A major prayer request is
for a young woman that would commit
to moving to the country for a one-year
term to help home school the children.
We thank God for this compassionate
family, and pray for their protection,
provision, and peace to up hold them
as they continue to increase the
Kingdom of God.
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ACOP President Visits India and Taiwan

By Wes Mills

India and Taiwan with Rev. Merv Switzer, who is the

I n November 2008, | had the privilege of travelling to
ACOP Regional Missions Director for Asia.

India

When we arrived at the Cochin airport we were
warmly welcomed with poral leis by the ACOP of India
Chairman Rev. Dr. Tim David along with General
Secretary Pastor K.C. Peter and General Treasurer
Pastor K.G. John.

We had opportunity to speak at a number of churches
in the Kottyam area. Many of the church buildings had
dedication plaques indicating that they were built with
vnancial assistance from Canadian ACOP churches.

We were also privileged to speak at an ACOP of India
pastorsi conference, hosted at the Apostolic Bible
College in Kottyam. Over 100 pastors and their wives
gathered for 3 days of teaching and fellowship. On the
ynal evening of the conference we participated in the
Bible College graduation ceremonies, as 15 young men
and women were recognized for completing their bible
school training.

Each month, ACOP of Canada sends funds to the
ACOP of India to assist with operational costs of the
Kottyam Bible College. Due to the devaluation of the
Canadian dollar and the increase in food costs, the
Bible College is struggling to meet expenses. Please
pray that God will supply the funds to keep the College
operational.

We were pleased to see that Jesus is building His
church in India. One of the pastors we met has
established 19 house churches in the Trivandrum area
in the past two years. We heard other reports of the
church multiplying and growing throughout southern
India.

continued on next page

Rev. Merv Switzer and Rev. Wes Mills at the Graduation
Ceremony of the Apostolic Bible College in Kottyam,
India.







